
Motions Questions and Answers: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 6/4/20 

6/4/20 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the delivery of contingency 
plans on free school meals during the COVID-19 outbreak varies between local 
authorities. (S5W-28067) 

John Swinney: Free school meals are a vital measure for families, children and 
young people across the country and the Scottish Government is very grateful for the 
work that local authorities have already done, by quickly putting measures in place to 
ensure that children and young people who rely on free school meals will continue to 
receive them. 
On Thursday 26 March, the Scottish Government issued guidance to all local 
authority Chief Executives and Directors of Education regarding support to 
vulnerable children and young people. 
The guidance included a specific section on free school meals which recognises that 
local authorities will continue to adopt different approaches depending on their 
individual circumstances and in response to local need. 
This will ensure that local authorities have maximum flexibility in approach in order to 
meet the needs of all free school meal eligible children and young people. 
 
9/4/20 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what provision will be made for the delivery of free school meals when schools are 
closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28040) 

John Swinney: All children and young people who rely on free school meals will 
continue to receive them during this period. Free school meals are a vital measure 
for families, children and young people across the country, and the Scottish 
Government is very grateful for the rapid work that local authorities have done 
already to ensure continuing provision. 
The Scottish Government firmly believes that local authorities are best placed to 
design and develop solutions that meet local needs and circumstances as they will 
be aware of the specific challenges and solutions within their region. 
On Thursday 26 March, the Scottish Government issued guidance to all local 
authority Chief Executives and Directors of Education regarding support to 
vulnerable children and young people. 
The guidance included a specific section on free school meals which recognises that 
local authorities will continue to adopt different approaches depending on their 
individual circumstances and in response to local need. 
This will ensure that local authorities have maximum flexibility in approach in order to 
meet the needs of all free school meal eligible children and young people. 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support is being provided to parents with children in private 
nurseries who are unable to attend due to the COVID-19 outbreak but are expected 
to pay a proportion of or all of the fees. (S5W-28066) 

Maree Todd: Charging policies are a matter for individual businesses, however we 
encourage all childcare providers to be reasonable and balanced in their dealings 
with parents, recognising the unprecedented situation in which we all find ourselves. 



We fully recognise the critical role that Scotland’s childcare sector will play in our 
long-term economic recovery from the pandemic and remain determined to realise 
our commitment to nearly double the statutory entitlement to 1,140 hours as soon as 
practicably possible. In addition to guaranteeing the continuation of funding for 
statutory places throughout the period of closure, the UK and Scottish Governments 
have made a range of support available to mitigate the economic impact of and 
disruption to businesses by coronavirus. 
More information on the range of business and financial support available to 
childcare providers is available at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childcare-closuresand- 
emergency-provision/pages/overview/  
 


